DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
696 VIRGINIA ROAD
CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01742-2751

ATTENTION OF July 9, 2001
Regulatory Division
CENAE-R-2000-01098

Joe Orfant
Metropolitan District Commission

20 Somerset Street
Boston, MA 02108

Dear Mr. Orfant:

This is to inform you that we have reviewed your application to dredge and place fill
material for the purpose of proactive restoration of the tidal flows and pre-existing elevations to a
salt marsh located on the west bank of the Neponset River in Boston, Massachusetts. This work
is depicted on the enclosed plans entitled "NEPONSET RIVER SALT MARSH
RESTORATION, DORCHESTER, MASSACHUSETTS", dated 3/23/2000, and as described in
the attached report entitled “LOWER NEPONSET RIVER SALT MARSH RESTORATION
PROJECT, FINAL RESTORATION PLAN” dated March 2001.

Based on the information you have provided, we have determined that the proposed
activity, which includes a discharge of dredged or fill material into waters or wetlands, will have
only minimal individual or cumulative environmental impacts. Therefore, this work is authorized
under the Federal Massachusetts Programmatic General permit provided you comply with the
following special condition:

1. No work shall occur below the high tide line from February 15" to May 30" of any year
in order to minimize adverse impacts to smelt, herring, alewives and winter flounder.

2. The attached “FINAL RESTORATION PLAN, LOWER NEPONSET RIVER SALT
MARSH RESTORATION PROJECT, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS” dated March
2001 and revised June 11, 2001 shall be implemented by the permittee.

3. The permittee shall ensure that an archaeologist is present during excavation work at the
project site that meets the attached Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (48 FR 44716, September 29, 1983). MDC
archaeologist William Stokinger shall serve as this monitor. In the event of a change in
personnel, the permittee shall send written notification of the name of the monitor to the
Corps and the Wampanoag Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (WTHPO). The address
and phone and fax numbers of the WTHPO are on Page 13 of the attached PGP. In
accordance with General Requirement No. 6 on Page 7 of the attached PGP, the permittee
shall immediately notify the Corps, in writing, if, during construction of the authorized
work, a previously unidentified archaeological, historic or cultural artifact or resource that
might be eligible for listing in the national Register of Historic Places is encountered
within the area subject to Department of the Army jurisdiction. Human remains are
included among such artifacts and resources. The permittee shall also notify the WTHPO.
Work shall stop until the Corps issues written approval to resume work.

4. Except where stated otherwise, reports, drawings, correspondence and any other
submittals required by this permit shall be marked with the words “Permit No. 2001-
01098 and shall be addressed to “Inspection Section, CENAE-CO-R, U.S. Army Corps of



Engineers, 696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA 01742-2751.” Documents, which are not
marked and addressed in this manner, may not reach their intended destination and do not
comply with the requirements of this permit.

This determination becomes valid only after the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) issues or waives the necessary 401 Water Quality Certification.
In the event the State denies 401 Water Quality Certification, this determination becomes null
and void. The address of the DEP Regional office for your area is provided in the enclosed PGP.

Your project is located within, or may affect resources within the coastal zone. In order for
the above determination to become valid, you must obtain Federal consistency concurrence from
the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (MCZM) if the proposed work is above
the review thresholds of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). The MCZM
address 1s provided in the enclosed PGP.

The Corps of Engineers has consulted with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
regarding the effects of your project on Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) designated under the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. NMFS provided an EFH
conservation recommendation, which we included in the special condition listed above, to reduce
turbidity and sedimentation during spawning and migration.

You must perform the activity authorized herein in compliance with the special condition
provided above, all the terms and conditions of the PGP and any conditions placed on 401 Water
Quality Certification. Enclosed is a copy of the PGP. Please review it carefully to familiarize
yourself with its contents. You are responsible for complying with all of the PGP requirements;
therefore, you should be certain that whoever does the work fully understands all of the
conditions. You may wish to discuss the conditions of this authorization with your contractor to
ensure the contractor can accomplish the work in a manner that conforms to all requirements.

Please note that this determination does not constitute an authorization to proceed until all
other applicable state and local permits are obtained. Performing work not specifically
authorized by this permit, starting work without obtaining other applicable State and local

approvals, or failing to comply with the permit conditions may subject you to the enforcement
provisions of our regulations.

Condition 33 of the PGP (page 12) provides one year for completion of work that has
commenced prior to the expiration of this PGP on January 11, 2005. You will need to apply for
reauthorization for any work within Corps jurisdiction that is not completed by January 11, 2006.

Please complete and return the enclosed Work Start Notification Form to this office no later
than two weeks before the anticipated starting date to allow us to inspect the project if necessary.

e
Sincerely, _‘\J&%NJ\ CIA lv‘g

e

Brian E. Osterndorf \D \
Colonel, Corps of Engineers ,
District Engineer ~{99‘
Enclosures
Copies Furnished:
Mr. John McCulloch, U.S. EPA, Region 1, 1 Congress Street, Suite 1100-Mail Code CWQ,
Boston, MA 02114-2023

Mr. Eric Hutchins, National Marine Fisheries Service, One Blackburn Drive, Gloucester,
Massachusetts 01930-2298
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Mr. Phil Morrison, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 22 Bridge Street, Unit #1, Concord,
New Hampshire 03301-4901

Ms. Jane Mead, Coastal Zone Management, 251 Causeway Street, Suite 900,
Boston, MA 02114

Mr. Robert Erikson, EarthTech, 196 Baker Avenue, Concord, MA 01742

Mr. Mark D. Harding, Deputy Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, 20 Black Brook Road,
Aquinnah, MA 02535-1546
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Project Locus Map
Neponset River Salt Marsh Restoration Project
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1. PARCEL 1 CONTAINS 40+ ACRES AND THE PROPERTY LINE
FOLLOWS 7150%' ALONG THE NEPONSET RIVER.

2. FOR A COMPLETE PROPERTY LINE DESCRIPTION OF PARCEL 1,
SEE MDC PLAN NO. 183, DATED MARCH 15, 1899 BY WILLIAM
T. PIERCE, ENGINEER.

GRADING NOTES:

1. TRANSITIONAL EDGE BETWEEN PROTECTED SALT MARSH,
DISPOSAL AREA, DIKES, BASE PROJECT AND ADD ALTERNATE
AND GRADING MARSH FLATS TO BE GRADUALLY BLENDED TO
MATCH EXISTING ELEVATION.

2. BASE PROJECT ON-—SITE DISPOSAL AREA GRADING. ADD
- - ALTERNATE DISPOSAL AREA GRADING SHOWN ON SHEET 3.
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